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Message from the President: 
Dear ISPA Members, 
 
First of all, I would like to say that we can all be very 
proud Canadians, as the 2022 WM was considered to 
be a success. We came together to have great 
representation. In fact, we were the largest 
representation of all countries. A first for Canadian 
Skat. We also for the fourth time became the worlds 
best National team. Proving once again that Skat is 
played well in Canada. With a record four members 
making the top 16 and an overall best finish of 
third again we can be proud. 
  
With 2023 approaching and no Covid, clubs need to 
book dates for tournaments and start collecting dues 
in January. Book for Vegas in January, as it might be 
the last time there at the Hotel California and it is the 
34th North American Championship. Six-time 
defending champion Ron Link will be there. I hope to 
see a great turnout there. 
  
Other than that, I would like to wish all my fellow skat 
players and their families a wonderful Merry Christmas 
and a fantastic New year. It has been very tough on 
friends and family the last couple years, so let’s make 
up for lost time and spend some quality time with 
loved ones. 
All the best to you all. 
    
Ron Link 

 

 
From the Editor: 
Dear fellow Skat Enthusiasts, 

 

The morning of writing this, the first snow falling at the 
editor’s place of residence reminded me that another 
ISPA Skat year has come to an end. As usual, the Skat 
year had come and gone way too fast. Even though we 
at the beginning of the year were looking forward to 
13 tournaments throughout the year, compared to 
only eight ISPA tournaments in 2020 and 2021, it in 
hindsight still felt like a shorter Skat year. And indeed, 
it was, as before pandemic we played 20 tournaments 
in 2018 and 21 in 2019, which included the European 
Skat Championship on the Costa Pacifica in the 
Mediterranean. For good reason though, as the focal 
point this year was the 22nd World Championship in 
Edmonton, for which a few of our standard 
tournaments were canceled, such as Kelowna, 
Vancouver, and Edmonton. Not to forget the Seattle 
tournament, of course, which we are hearing will 
make a return in 2023, fingers crossed. 

There is however another reason for the reduced set 
of ISPA tournaments with the aging of the Skat 
communities and the subsequent closure of some Skat 
clubs. This year, Willi Koenen reported for instance 
that the Toronto Skat Club is no more, more details can 
be found in Willi’s report further below. 

These club closures are a stark reminder for us that we 
need to get active again in recruiting new talent into 
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our Skat community. The good news here is that 
several clubs are succeeding in finding younger folk 
who are either already quite talented in card games in 
general or are willing to overcome the initial hurdle in 
learning our beloved game of Skat. 

So, my appeal to all of you is to go out and promote 
our game and entice your children, grandchildren and 
/ or friends to come play this fascinating game. 

Before moving into the section tournament updates, 
we would like to remind you that the photo share from 
the Edmonton World Championship will expire 
December 31, so if you have not visited the share 
below to view and download the pictures you like, 
please do so before new year starts.  
https://1drv.ms/u/s!As-kLbdhGGQUkbUJLvXbK28g6Qyv8w?e=0mjqK7  

Gerd Reiner 

Secretary and Editor, ISPA Canada 

 

Tournament Results 
 

After the World Championship in August, we all took a 
bit of a break. With the Kelowna and regular 
Edmonton ISPA tournament canceled, the next 
tournament on the list as the North California Skat 
Championship in San Francisco, California between 
September 24 and 26. 
 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 

While the editor understands that the San Francisco 
tournament did take place, we were unfortunately 
unable to obtain a report or results / pictures. We shall 
try again in 2023…  

 

OMAHA, NE 

The weekend following San Francisco, the Omaha 
tournament was held on October 1 and 2 and several 
people made the journey to Nebraska, where the 
generosity of the club members of the German 
American Society of Omaha was praised again. 

Eighteen players made it to Omaha and within those 
18, five were from Canada. As it turns out, the 
Canadian players dominated the tournament, taking 
the first four spots. 

 
Winners: 1. Ron Link, 2. Dinah Kunst, 3. Hans Rasing 

 

The next picture depicts the series winners, and having 
only three people posing meant that Ron took three 
series wins out of five: 

 

 
Seriensieger: 1+2+4 Ron Link, 3. Bill Thompson, 5. Dinah Kunst 

Best lady was Dinah Kunst, who came in second place 
overall with 5801 points only 739 points behind Ron. 
Hans Rasing, followed in third place only a further 86 
points behind Dinah. As for the team, Omaha played 
tandems (two player teams). The tandem competition 
was won by 2 Canadian Champions, Kristina Huisman 
(reigning Canadian Champion) and Ron Link with a 
combined 11743 points. Close second with only 227 
points difference were the Winnipeg Winners Dinah 

https://1drv.ms/u/s!As-kLbdhGGQUkbUJLvXbK28g6Qyv8w?e=0mjqK7


P a g e  3 | 9 

 

Kunst and Hans Rasing. Third tandem represented 
Omaha with Klaus Langmaack and Mike Wehrbein 
with 9656 points. Here the winning tandem: 

 
Tandem Winners: Ron Link, Kristina Huisman 

Here the Omaha results in detail followed by the 
tandem results:

 

 
Congratulations to all winners in Omaha. 

 

HAMILTON, ON 

Two weeks after Omaha, next up on the calendar was 
the 33rd North American Skat Championship and 
Masters, which was held in Hamilton, Ontario. The 
Masters was played on Monday, October 17 with three 
rounds. 20 players attended the Masters with the 

usual suspects from Cleveland in attendance. 
Victorious again was Ron Link ahead of Willi Koenen 
and Scott McCormick. The Masters was not a real close 
competition, Ron in typical fashion demolished the 
competition, defeating Willi Koenen with 4578 points 
out of three rounds by a whopping 1353 points. Scott 
McCormick on the other hand was only three points 
behind Willi Koenen. 

 

Masters Winners: 1. Ron Link, 2. Willi Koenen,  
3. Scott McCormick 

As for the Seriensieger, there were three happy 
campers: 

 
1. Roger Beckerman, 2. Mandy Asbury, 3. Ron Link 

The next day, the North American started with three 
rounds on Tuesday, followed two rounds on 
Wednesday. Six four-tables were competing in the 
North American. Ron took the lead in round one with 
a 1954 and never relinquished the lead throughout the 
tournament, ending with a total of 6392 points. 
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Second was Scott McCormick (6170) followed by a 
surging Barb Eggers (5726). 

 
Barb Eggers managed to win the best lady trophy with 
her third place, happy winners all around, as can be 
seen. Refreshing to see that each series had a different 
winner: 

 
1. Ron Link, 2. Klaus Wehrenberg, 3. James Schmitz, 4. Barb Eggers,  

5. John Kretschmer 

As for the teams, team Table Dancers came out 
beating the competition with a total of 22265 points: 

 
Scott McCormick, Barb Eggers, John Kretschmer, Siegfried Speckner 

Here the results of the 33rd North American 
Championships, as well as the 8th Masters tournament, 
congratulations to all winners! 
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CLEVELAND, OH 

Following the Hamilton tournaments was Cleveland, 
Ohio on the tournament calendar from October 21 to 
23. The Cleveland Skat Club put on a great tournament 
as well, enjoying 100% participation of their own club. 

This led to a competition between 36 players. Before 
the games started, a birthday cake celebration was 
held to honor Bill Thompson’s birthday: 

 

 
Instead of playing a warmup Friday, Cleveland opted 
to play the first round of the five series on Friday night, 
following two rounds each on Saturday and Sunday. 
This format appears to support the overall tournament 
flow overall well, as the Saturday is shortened to an 
acceptable length. 

In the first series, Kevin Thompson achieved a 
monstrous 2498 points, it is believed to be the second 
highest ISPA North American score in history! 
Subsequent pairing by previous round results made it 
a bit harder for the young success story from 
Cleveland, but he hung in there to eventually take 
second place overall with 6441 points. Kevin was only 
surpassed by his club mate Roger Beckerman, who 
won on home turf with a total score of 6906 points. 
Scott McCormick managed with 6210 points to round 
out the top three. Congratulations to all winners. 

 
1. Roger Beckerman, 2. Kevin Thompson, 

3. Scott McCormick 
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As for the series winners, Kevin, besides his very 
impressive first round, also managed to win round 
four, while Scott achieved the only other above 2000 
round in the second series with 2177. Ron Link 
squeezed in a 1789 in round three as the series 
winners, while the last round went to Joe Fellner from 
Baltimore with 1959 points. 

Here all the series winners: 

 
1.+ 4. Kevin Thompson, 2. Scott McCormick, 3. Ron Link, 5. Joe Fellner 

There was a total of 18 tandem teams built in 
Cleveland, the winning pairing was called Buckeyes or 
Bust with Roger Beckerman and Scott McCormick 
(13116 points). Second team, Neatly Trimmed Bread 
with Bill Thompson and Roger Beckerman reached 
12357 points, and the “It’s Obviously Not Genetic” 
with Bill and Kevin Thompson rounded out the top 
three teams with 11892 points. 

 
Tandem Winners: Scott and Roger 

Further, it must be mentioned that there were two 
Skat Abzeichen (Skat Pin) winners. Kevin got a Gold pin 
for his 2498 round, and equally young Brian Boomer 
got his first pin (Bronze) after stringing three nice 
rounds together in sequence: 1280, 1673 an 1144 for 
a combined 4097 points. While the number of points 
is worthy of a silver pin, pins must be earned in 
sequence, which is why a bronze pin was awarded in 
this case. 

 
 

Here are all results from Cleveland: 
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The Cleveland tournament marked the end of the ISPA 
North America season for 2022. While play continues 
within the Skat Clubs, the next official ISPA 
tournament in North America will be the 34th North 
American Skat Championship in Las Vegas, starting 
Friday, January 21 with the three rounds of the 9th 
Masters tournament, followed by the main 
competition on Saturday and Sunday. Please note that 
the group discount for the room reservation at the 
Hotel California will expire on December 20, so book 
your rooms early to take advantage of the discount. 
You can find the tournament invite in this link here. 

In addition, the only other ISPA tournament currently 
posted for 2023 is the Lone Star tournament in 
Houston, TX on the weekend of February 18. The 
tournament flyer can be reviewed here. 

The editor would like to encourage the club organizers 
to schedule each of the clubs’ ISPA 2023 tournaments 
in coordination with other clubs early, so that the 
working members of the Skat community have a 
chance to enter their vacation times early and not miss 
out. 

 

Gerd Reiner 

Secretary and Editor, ISPA Canada on behalf of all ISPA 
Executives 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Updates 
This year, a few clubs had asked if we can post non-
ISPA tournaments as well on the ISPA website. To 
clarify, these tournaments are held in addition to each 
club’s regular weekly or monthly play. After some 
discussions with ISPA executives, it was decided that 
while the ISPA website is being maintained for ISPA 
members, as their membership pays for the website 
hosting fees, it would be beneficial for the promotion 
of Skat and the game’s future to also host the non-ISPA 
tournaments on a separate page. For those of you, 
who don’t know yet how to get to the Club 
Tournament page, here is the link: 

CLUB TOURNAMENTS | skatcanada 

This year, eight tournaments were posted there, so go 
and check them out. If your club plans to have a mini 
tournament next year as well, please forward the flyer 
to ispa@skatcanada.ca. This page will not keep any 
history for those tournaments, with the registration of 
the first one in the new year, the old tournament 
entries are being removed. 

Now for the club updates received for this winter 
edition of the ISPA newsletter, beginning with the 
United States. 

CLEVELAND, OH 

Bill Thompson shared the following: 

“Cleveland Skat Club is meeting for Skat at least 10x 
each month, between Thursday club nights at the 
Cleveland Maennerchor, online games on ISS on 
Mondays, and local establishments on the first 
Saturday and third Friday each month. We generally 
have two to three tables. We are excited to be in 
consideration for hosting the 2026 WM in Cleveland, 
and our club is busily working with local hotels to find 
a suitable host downtown. Our intention is to submit 
a very attractive proposal to the ISPA World Executive 
at the 2024 WM in Poland.” 

 

 

 

https://www.skatcanada.ca/_files/ugd/505fc8_3a16eb5ee1e240308c2899fa1f139b35.pdf
https://www.skatcanada.ca/_files/ugd/505fc8_129850cc56e84e1f839afddedd9ac7e9.pdf
https://www.skatcanada.ca/club-tournaments
mailto:ispa@skatcanada.ca
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SANTA MONICA, CA 

Eve Dankemeyer reports that Santa Monica still meets 
twice a month with an average of 10 players attending. 
She wants to remind everyone that the Las Vegas 
tournament is approaching quickly and so is the 
deadline to book a room (December 20). Eve hopes to 
see many of you in Las Vegas in January. As mentioned 
above, the Las Vegas tournament is the 34th North 
American Championship for 2023 and the 9th Masters, 
the Masters being played on Friday. The tournament 
invite can be found here. 

 

KELOWNA, BC 

Manfred Grossmueller from Kelowna reports that the 
Ogopogo Skat Club is still getting together once a week 
to play, albeit with a reduced number of players. Two 
tables are competing weekly. The editor is looking 
forward to the Kelowna tournament in 2023 as 
Kelowna is such a nice venue. The German Canadian 
Harmonie Club has such wonderful volunteers, their 
club house is very inviting and the Okanagan weather 
in September is always very inviting. 

 

TORONTO, ON 

As indicated above, Willi Koenen from Toronto 
reported that the Toronto Skat Club no longer exists. 
In lieu of Skat at the club, some players still play games 
at private venues in the Toronto area. With Hamilton 
not being too far away, it is great to see that Willi and 
some of the Toronto players make their way to 
Hamilton for the occasional game there. 

 

RED DEER, AB 

The Red Deer Skat Club is, besides playing their regular 
Monday nights, also engaging in some online play on 
Skat Palast on Sunday night for some members. Also, 
every long weekend, where Monday is considered a 
holiday, the club plays two rounds of Skat with dinner 

between the two rounds. On average, the club enjoys 
three or four tables each week, with as high as six 
tables on a good Monday. 

In addition, Red Deer has established two non-ISPA fun 
tournaments per year, one being the Luck of the Irish 
(LOTI) tournament on the Saturday closest to St. 
Paddy’s Day and another one in Fall (The Halloween 
Tournament). Both fun tournaments traditionally 
attract players from Edmonton, Calgary as well as 
Saskatoon. 

 

The Red Deer Skat Club is in the process of going 
through a leadership change, as the current President 
and Vice President have decided to plan to move 
further South next year. More details will be shared in 
the next newsletter. 

One other change for the new Skat season in Red Deer 
is the adoption of a German score keeping software, 
which allows using electronic tablets instead of paper 
score sheets. The software was developed by DSKV 
member Peter Baumann, you may want to check this 
out under the following links: 

Skat-Turniermanager 

Skat-Vereinsmeister - hilft bei der Auswertung Ihrer 
Skat-Vereinsmeisterschaft 

Listenführer für Android (skat-listenfuehrer.de) 

The Turniermanager was pointed out to the editor by 
Keith Koronko from Saskatoon in spring of this year. 
After some preliminary testing, Red Deer adopted the 
software by purchasing the required licenses and 
subsequently executed the World Championship in 
Edmonton with it. Still learning the new tool there 
were a couple of challenges initially, however those 
were mitigated quickly.  

The add-on called Skat-Listenführer allows to connect 
Android tablets to the Turniermanager and/or the 
Vereinsmeister, which after the setup is complete, is 
quite easy to use. Red Deer tested various tablets and 
will start recording scores electronically, using the 
Skat-Vereinsmeister beginning 2023. Having all the 

https://www.skatcanada.ca/_files/ugd/505fc8_3a16eb5ee1e240308c2899fa1f139b35.pdf
https://www.skat-turniermanager.de/
https://www.skat-vereinsmeister.de/
https://www.skat-vereinsmeister.de/
https://www.skat-listenfuehrer.de/Android/
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games recorded instead of just the weekly results 
allows for detailed analysis of the results and players.  

The biggest benefit, however, is the drastic reduction 
in errors, using the tablets, as the computer does the 
arithmetic for you. If you are interested in learning 
more about this, please check out the above links or 
contact the editor about it.  

 

WHAT’S NEXT?  

Planning for the 2023 Skat year should be in the 
forefront of the minds of all club presidents. The editor 
would like to ask the club presidents to forward their 
tournament invitations to ISPA@SKATCANADA.CA 
early in the year but no later than end of January, so 
we can populate the 2023 tournament calendar. This 
will allow better participation as players can plan their 
Skat year early! Thus far, we have received and posted 
the Las Vegas and Houston tournament invites only. 

The other important thing to do at the beginning of the 
year is to collect the ISPA membership fees and 
forward them to Dinah Kunst, our treasurer. All clubs 
are encouraged to motivate all of their members to 
continue being ISPA members,  

As for ISPA Germany, one, if not the highlight for 2023 
is the 22nd Open European Skat Championship in 
Magdeburg, Germany from August 11 to 19. The 
detailed announcement as well as an online 
registration link to this prestigious event can be found 
here: 

Home (ispaworld.info) 

Interested players are asked to register early. 

The next newsletter will appear end of April, 
2023 after the Canadian Championship. Club 
reports and information about your club 
activities must be sent to the editor by April 
15, please. Thank you! 

 

 

Well, it is Advent season, it is indeed looking like a 
white Christmas, at least in Alberta. The editor, on 
behalf of all ISPA North America executives, wishes all 
members a very Merry Christmas combined with a 
Happy New Year 2023!  

May you first and foremost stay healthy enough to 
travel for the ultimate card game, so you can continue 
to enjoy the comradery we continue to develop during 
otherwise fierce competitions. Secondly, we wish all of 
you Gut Blatt in whatever tournaments you choose or 
are able to participate in, 2023 should be a good Skat 
year again! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ISPA@SKATCANADA.CA
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