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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Presidents and Fellow Members,
2020 has been the strangest year in Skat that I
have ever seen. We basically just started the year
playing only three tournaments in California,
Nevada, and Texas when the world was hit with a
deadly pandemic (Covid-19).
This pandemic forced people to distance
themselves from one another and therefore made
playing Skat a high-risk activity of spreading the
virus. It was also known to be much more fatal to
the senior population and our Skat membership
consists of many senior members. Therefore, ISPA
and their members needed to act quickly and
responsibly. We canceled all our scheduled
tournaments, the AGM in Montreal and weekly
club play.
Thank you to all the Skat players. Due to all your
efforts and safety precautions, I have not heard of
a single death linked to Covid-19 within the Skat
community. I am so glad to report I have not even
heard of a Skat player getting infected, which
means everyone did a great job in taking the
pandemic seriously and caring about one
another’s health.

It has been eight months of this pandemic and it
is still not completely safe to re-open. Therefore, I
sadly must report that the WM 2020 in Edmonton
Canada had been officially canceled. It was
scheduled to be held in October of this year. The
good news is that ISPA World has approved the
2022 WM, which will be awarded back to
Edmonton, Canada. This will give us plenty of time
to make the event even bigger and better with
more fundraising. Also, the dates have been
changed to August 12th to 20th, 2022, which is
much better than October. The hotel has also
agreed not to raise the prices on us either. So,
plan for a great WM in 2022.
In the meantime, about 25 players have been
playing a weekly game of Skat online @ Euroskat
on Thursdays at 7:15 pm mountain time and
Sundays at 6 pm. Cleveland and Ontario have
been having online games on ISS (ask those clubs
for more details on times and dates). A few
smaller clubs have slowly started to reopen, using
hand sanitizers and masks, new cards and
disinfecting tables and chairs.
Alberta did host three tournaments in October,
starting with Calgary, followed by Red Deer and
finally Edmonton in the week of October 3 to 11. I
am pleased to announce that 20 people attended
each tournament, all players are safe, and no one

was infected. Everyone had fun and realized how
much withdrawal we had experienced by not
playing with people face to face, even though
some faces were covered with masks.
On the lighter side, there will be no elections this
year, so you will all have to put up with me as
president for at least one more year.
As far as tournaments go, I was not greedy this
year; I only won one tournament, but I do miss
everyone’s camaraderie.
Again, thank you all for staying safe, and caring
about your fellow players. We all have Skat fever,
but we must stay safe, as we consider reengaging
in our Skat nights carefully. As we learn more
about the virus, small groups can open with
precaution with the main rule that if you are not
feeling well, please stay home.

Ron Link
President ISPA Canada

FROM THE EDITOR
The weekend of November 1 marked the end of
daylight savings time for 2020 and if you follow
social media, you probably have seen and likely
agreed to comments on the fact, that we really did
not need an additional hour of this year 2020. In
fact, most of us wish, we could fast forward to
times of past pandemic, or at a minimum to the
release date of the first effective and fully tested
vaccine against Covid-19. There is no doubt in our
minds that we will have to suffer tournament
withdrawal for a while longer, as the second wave
of infections already demonstrates that we better
continue reducing our travel intentions to an
absolute minimum. It is a shame really, knowing
how much we all love this game.
We played, to the best of our knowledge, a total
of six ISPA tournaments this year, of which the

first three were held before the Western
hemisphere even realized there was a problem
with the world. That however changed quite
quickly when the World Health Authority declared
the pandemic on March 11 and the airlines
subsequently canceled flights en masse. We were
all stopped dead in our tracks: No more
tournaments, no annual general meeting, and,
most devastatingly, no World Championship! We
have, without a doubt, a particularly good reason
for what is likely the shortest newsletter in the
history of ISPA North America.
Nonetheless, we have been hearing that some
clubs have started playing again, and as Ron
mentioned, with great success in avoiding getting
sick. In addition, some folks got together and built
online clubs, such as Cleveland, Edmonton, Red
Deer, to name the ones that we are aware of
currently. One must after all continue to sharpen
his/her Skat skills, so that when a certain level of
normalcy returns, we do not have to pay too much
in terms of bump money.
What do we know of 2021 so far? At this time, it
is decided that the Las Vegas tournament,
traditionally one of the first of each year, has been
canceled, Bill Thompson, the ISPA US president,
has confirmed as much as of today:
Dear members,
With a heavy heart, I must announce that we will
not be holding our annual tournament in Las Vegas
in January 2021 due to Covid-19. We hope to
resume our tournament schedule when we can
safely conduct our tournaments and the pandemic
is past us. Meanwhile, stay safe and healthy, and
Gut Blatt.
Warmest regards,

Bill Thompson
Pres. ISPA USA

Well, let us hope that we do not have to cancel
too many tournaments this coming year so that
we can enjoy each other’s presence once again
soon. Please do remember that Edmonton is
going to be hosting the World Championship, but
it will be in 2022, not next year.
To a better 2021 with lots of Gut Blatt! Until then,
stay safe, consider playing online, and when
playing in your club, wear masks. Remember
wearing a mask protects others, so if all are
wearing masks, all are protected.

Top 10 Overall Individual Standings North American
Championship Anaheim 2020:

Top 10 Overall Individual Standings Master’s A:

Gerd Reiner
Webmaster ISPA North America

31. North American Championship and Master’s
in Anaheim, California
2020’s Skat opener was the 31st North American
Championship and the Master’s Division A and B
in Anaheim, California, starting January 7. 35
Players came together to battle out the title of
North American Champion. The winner of the
tournament was Jens Hemmann from Germany,
but since Jens is not living in North America, the
title was awarded to Frank Heuvelmans from
Ottawa!

Top 10 Overall Individual Standings Master’s B:

Las Vegas Tournament 2020
Next up on the calendar was Las Vegas, Nevada on
January 11/12, 2020. The organizers’ idea of
combining this tournament in the same week as
Anaheim proves to be a successful endeavor, as
we enjoyed 82 players at the tournament.

From left: 3. Frank Reuter, 1. Jens Hemmann, 2. Frank Heuvelmans

Top 10 Overall Individual Standings 6th US Open:

Texas Tournament 2020, New Braunfels, Texas
From left: 2. Brendan Hunt, 1. Ron Link, 3. Frank Reuter
Top 10 Individual Standings Las Vegas Tournament 2020:

After the US Open in Houston, Texas played its
tournament the subsequent weekend in New
Braunfels:

6th US Open Tournament, Houston, Texas
Following Las Vegas, the ISPA executive awarded
Houston the honors to host the 2020 US Open
Championship. The tournament was played at the
Houston Liederkranz, a beautiful club, where
singing Shanties after the games was highly
encouraged!

From left: 2. Scott McCormick, 1. Roger Beckerman, 3. Mike Kivlin

From left: 2. Kevin Thompson, 1. Johannes Eggers, 3. Steve Stolte

Top 10 Individual Standings Texas Tournament 2020:

COVID-19 BREAK MARCH TO OCTOBER

Calgary Tournament 2020

After the Texas tournaments, the original
schedule was to play the Edmonton tournament
beginning of April, but the declaration of the
pandemic canceled our Skat plans. All subsequent
ISPA tournaments were canceled until further
notice, and this included the cancellation of the
World Championship in Edmonton, originally
planned for October 2020.

Under the pandemic, Calgary hosted 18 Albertan
players, and for the first time, Eric managed to win
his own tournament. Here are the winners:

From left: 3. Danny Ridder, 2. Ron Link, 1. Eric Luz

Top 10 Individual Standings Calgary Tournament 2020:

Alberta Tournaments (October 3-11)
Not playing Skat tournaments for six months
made people wanting to return to our beloved
game. Some clubs started playing again within
their clubs under special consideration for the
Covid situation. Eventually, the idea was born to
use the time we had planned for the WM to play
an Alberta series of three tournaments, starting
with Calgary, followed by Red Deer, and ending
with the Edmonton tournament. While invitations
were sent out, nobody really believed that people
would travel to Alberta, given the imposed travel
restrictions and the resurge in cases. The series
became an Alberta competition, with a subset of
players, who ensured that special Covid related
considerations were adhered to. The ask was for
people to only participate if they were not
exhibiting any symptoms and had not been in
contact with people that had traveled and
experienced any symptoms either.
Here are the results.

Red Deer Tournament 2020
Red Deer played in the middle of the week and
had 21 players, which, all considering, was a nice
turnout. Congratulations to the winners,
especially to Kristina, who managed to leave the
guys behind her:

From left: 2. Ron Link, 1. Kristina Huisman, 3. Peter Ridder

Top 10 Individual Standings Red Deer Tournament 2020:

Edmonton Tournament 2020
The Edmonton tournament marked the last in the
miniseries with 20 players participating.
Congratulations to Danny Ridder and all winners:

only self-isolate for 48 hours in the future, which
would help with that side of the travel. In
addition, some airlines are now offering free
health insurance, which is another big deterrent
when considering travel.
What will really mark the beginning of the return
to a somewhat “normal life” however is when an
effective, tried, tested and true vaccine becomes
available, which, if you believe the experts, is
going to take at least another six months. If that
were true, we could at least play half of a season,
whatever that would look like.
The editor is kindly asking the club contacts to
continue reporting on a decision with a five-week
advanced notice whether your tournament for
2021 is being held. That way, we can keep all
players informed in a timely fashion.
Finally, if you are considering continuing play at
your club, please remember that wearing masks is
effective in preventing the spread of the virus, as
you can see in this example from Red Deer:

From left: 3. Ron Link, 2. Michael Sommer, 1. Danny Ridder

Top 10 Individual Standings Edmonton Tournament 2020:

Well, this wraps up the ISPA newsletter for
reporting on the 2020 tournaments, we can all
agree that we would not like to have a repeat of
the cancellation of tournaments too deep into
2021. With Las Vegas already canceled as per Bill’s
note above, we will be off to a bad start, it is
however the right thing to do to continue
canceling tournaments for the time being.

The other behavior that helps is to not continue
the use of the same card deck for a week, which
should not be difficult, since most clubs do play
once a week.

Based on what I am hearing from my airline
friends, the airlines are pushing the governments
to consider changing the rule for self-isolation, at
least here in Canada. With a bit of luck, one must

Gerd Reiner

Whatever you decide, please stay safe, so that
when we can travel again, we can enjoy each
other’s company in the future.

